
Leafy Spurge 
Euphorbia esula  

Family;  Euphorbiaceae (Spurge Family) 

Common Names:  Green Spurge, Wolf’s Milk  

Species Affected:  Equines, Cows, Alpacas, and Llamas ( studies have shown sheep and goats having toxic reactions 

to Leafy Spurge, if their diet is mainly Leafy Spurge they are more susceptible to toxicity, studies show when their 

feed is only a smaller percentage ingested, there were no toxic symptoms observed.) 

Toxin: Latex, Alkaloids, Ingenol 

Description:  Primarily Eastern Washington  

Growing Locations:  Very common in degraded, heavily grazed pastures, rangelands, orchards, roadsides, and 

ditches. Appears in chartreuse –like thick patches in open areas.  

Most Toxic When: The entire plant is toxic, it is most toxic when mature and dried and consumed in feed or hay.  

Signs and Symptoms:  Photosensitivity, colic/diarrhea in equines, dermatitis, irritation of mouth and GI tract, Se-

vere blistering on pasterns, scours in cattle, weakness, abdominal pain. Possible carcinogenic effects based off of 

some reports.  

Preventative Measures:   

Leafy Spurge is highly invasive and has an extensive, complex root system. It spreads by rhizomes and seeds, seeds 

are numerous and have high survivability, including in and under water, they may be ejected up to 15 feet from 

plant.  

Cultural: Management for desirable plant communities is the first line of defense.  

Mechanical: Physical control of Leafy Spurge is difficult due to the root system. Cutting or mowing reduces seed 

production but must be repeated often. Plant material must be removed and disposed of properly since plants can 

set seed after cutting/pulling. Tillage is effective in conjunction with herbicide application and/or reseeding. Equip-

ment must be cleaned before leaving the area. Caution is advised when handling the plants due to contact dermati-

tis.   

Chemical: Early Spring to spring application with a surfactant; specific information depends on which herbicide is 

being used. Contact your county noxious weed board for more information.  

Biological: the most effective insects available are the root-mining flea beetles, Aphthona species. Goats and sheep 

have also been used successfully.  

*Caution* Other species of Euphorbia are toxic as well 
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